
SOCIOLOGY (BOOK 1- Indian Society) 

CHAPTER-2 

THE DEMOGRAPHIC STRUCTURE OF THE INDIAN SOCIETY 

 

 

1. Define demography. 

2. What does demography studies? 

3. Explain the two types of demography. 

4. What are demographic studies based on? 

5. Give an example of demographic studies. 

6. Why is demography of special importance to sociology? 

7. Explain how demography helped in the emergence of sociology as an academic discipline. 

8.  Name the two processes that helped in the development of sociology and demographic studies. 

9.  In which areas of development did the modern state use the demographic data? 

10. Name the first modern census. 

11. Name the year from when the British Indian government have conducted the census in India. 

12. From which year in India the regular 10 year census have been conducted? 

13. When did India start with the six decennial censuses in India? 

14. When was the recent census conducted in India? 

15. Why is demographic data important? 

16. Explain the statement “social statistics also provided a strong justification for the new 

discipline of sociology.” OR Explain with example how aggregate statistics can provide 

argument for the existence of special phenomena.  

17. What is aggregate statistics? 

18. Explain Emile Durkheim’s study of suicide.  

19. Explain formal demography. 

20. What is the other name of social demography? 

21. Explain population studies. 

22. What regulates demographic processes according to social demographers? 

23. Who was Thomas Robert Malthus? (DOB, DOD, His works, where did he study? where did he 

work? Etc.) 

24. Which theory of demography is a pessimistic one? 

25. What did Thomas Robert Malthus argue in his theory? 

26. What is geometric progression? 

27. What will grow in geometric progression? 

28. What is arithmetic progression? 

29. What will grow in arithmetic progression? 

30. State the two ways through which population growth can reduce. 

31. Define preventive checks. 

32. Define positive checks. 



33. What does Malthus mean by “premature death must in some shape or other visit the human 

race”? (BOX 2.1) 

34. Explain Malthus’s statement “gigantic inevitable famine stalks in the rear and with one mighty 

blow levels the population with the food of the world”. (BOX 2.1) 

35. From the historical experience of European counties how can we refute the Malthusian theory? 

36. What was the criticism by the Liberal and Marxist scholars towards the Malthusian theory? 

37.  Explain the three criticisms of the Malthusian theory. 

38.  State the theory of demographic transition. 

39. What is the second phase of the population growth? 

40. Explain the three phases of the population growth. 

41. What is the transitional stage in the demographic transition? 

42.  What is population explosion? 

43. Explain the statement “one reason why Malthus was proved wrong is the substantial increases 

in the substantial increases in the productivity of agriculture”. (ACTIVITY 2.1) 

44. In which stage does population explosion takes place? 

45. Why does population explosion take place? 

46. Where did population explosion take place during the late 19th and early 20th century? 

47. What is the status of India in the demographic transition? 

48. How are demographic concepts expressed? 

49. Define-  

a) Birth Rate 

b) Death Rate 

c) Rate of natural increase 

d) Growth rate of population. 

e) Replacement level. 

f) Negative Growth Rate 

g) Fertility rate. 

h) Crude rate. 

i) Total fertility rate. 

j) Infant mortality rate. 

k) Maternal mortality rate. 

l) Life expectancy. 

m) Sex ratio. 

 

50. Where do people report births and deaths in villages and in towns and cities? 

51. When can we say that the population has been stabilised? 

52.  Name the counties and regions in the world experiencing negative growth rate or where 

fertility levels are below the replacement rate. 

53. When do counties experience very high growth rates? 

54.  Give an example of a crude rate. 

55.  Why data with age groups is important? 

56. What is the difference between Fertility rate and Total fertility rate? 

57. What does high rates of infant and maternal mortality rate indicate? 



58.  Explain the statement “all over the world it has been found that there are slightly more females 

than males in most countries. This is despite the fact that slightly more male babies are born 

than female ones.” OR What is the combination of two factors that leads to the sex ratio of 

roughly 1050 females per 1000 males in most countries? 

59. Name the counties where the sex ratio is declining. 

60. State the reason of declining sex ratio. 

61. Define age structure. 

62. Why does the age structure change? 

63. Define aging of the population. 

64. What is dependency ratio? 

65. Who are dependents? 

66. Why is rising dependency ratio a cause of worry?  

67.  What does falling dependency ratio indicate? 

68. What is demographic dividend? 

69.  Why is demographic dividend temporary? 

70. State the details about the size and the growth of India’s population. 

71. When did India face a negative growth rate and why? 

72. Read and thoroughly go through the table and graph and relate the data given in the chapter. 

73. State the reasons for the decline in the death rate after 1921. 

74. What was the biggest epidemic which has killed many people? 

75. What is the other name of the influenza epidemic? 

76. Define pandemic and epidemic and its difference. (Glossary) 

77. Explain how the Global influenza pandemic had affected the world population. 

78. What led to the control of epidemics? 

79. How are famines caused? Or What are the factors responsible for famines? 

80. Explain Amartya Sen’s view on famines.  

81. Explain the concept of ‘failure of entitlement’. 

82. What helped in the reduction of deaths by famines? 

83. Mention the state initiative to tackle the problem of hunger and starvation. 

84. Explain the statement “unlike the death rate, the birth rate has not register a sharp fall.” 

85. What leads to the downward fall of birthrate? 

86. Name the state with the lowest TFR with the data. 

87. Mention the states with the lowest TFR with the data. 

88. Mention the states with the highest TFR with the data. 

89. Name the state with the highest TFR with the data. 

90. What is the total birth rate of India? 

91. What is the birth rate in rural areas and in urban areas? 

92. Read and thoroughly go through the map and graph and relate the data given in the chapter. 

93. Explain the age structure of the Indian population. 

94. Explain the statement “but the age composition of the Indian population is expected to change 

significantly in the next two decades.” OR Explain how the age structure of the Indian 

population will change? 



95. Read and thoroughly go through the table and graphs [Age group pyramids] and relate with the 

data given in the chapter and state the PROJECTIONS made in them relate it with the concept 

of demographic dividend. 

96. Explain the statement that there are wide regional variations in the age structure. 

97. Explain India’s position in the age structure. 

98. Explain the statement “the bias towards younger age groups in the age structure is believed to 

be an advantage for India.” OR Does the changing age structure offer a ‘demographic 

dividend’ for India? OR Critically explain the statement “India is indeed facing a window of 

opportunity”. 

99. How can the demographic dividend be consciously exploited? (Use the box) OR Explain how 

the potential of demographic dividend can be converted into actual growth. 

100. Debate about the problem of employment/employment generation in relation to 

demographic dividend. 

101. What impact do you think the age structure has on inter-generational relationships? 

102. Critically explain the statement “the sex ratio is an important indicator of gender balance 

in the population”. 

103. What is the sex ratio of India? 

104. What is juvenile or child sex ratio? 

105. Explain the scenario of the child sex ratio in India. 

106. Critically explain the statement “the state –level child sex ratios offer even greater cause 

of worry.” 

107. Mention the states that have the worst child sex ratio in India with the data. 

108. State the name of the state with the best overall sex ratio but still doesn’t do well in child 

sex ratio. 

109. Name the state with the highest child sex ratio and the data. 

110. What are the several reasons for decline in the sex ratio in India? 

111. Critically explain “it is difficult to see how maternal mortality could have been 

responsible for the   worsening of the sex ratio over time.” 

112. What are the several reasons for decline in the child-sex ratio in India? 

113. Explain how modern medical techniques that has led to decline in sex ratio. 

114. Critically explain the statement “it is striking that the lowest child sex ratios are found in 

the most prosperous regions of India.” 

115.  Critically explain the statement “so the problem of selective abortions is not due to 

poverty or ignorance or lack of resources.” 

116. Mention the Act that prevents and bans the misuse of modern medical techniques that has 

led to decline in sex ratio. 

117. Name the programme that the Indian government has introduced to increase the child sex 

ratio in Inida. 

118.  Critically explain the statement “Literacy as a prerequisite to education is an instrument 

of empowerment.” 

119. Explain the scenario of literacy and education in India. 

120. Critically explain the statement with example “literacy varies considerably across gender, 

across regions, and across social groups.” 



121. Read and thoroughly go through the graph and relate the data given in the chapter on 

literacy. 

122. What is the data of the population in India living in rural area and in urban areas? 

123. State the reasons of rural –urban difference in India.  OR State the reasons that make city 

an attractive destination for the villagers. 

124. What is the scenario of agriculture in relation to rural-urban difference? 

125. What is the role of non-farm rural occupations in relation to rural-urban difference? 

126. What is the role of mass media and communication channels in relation to rural-urban 

difference? 

127. What is the role of urbanisation in relation to rural-urban difference? 

128. Critically explain the statement “flow of rural to urban migration has also been accelerated 

by the continuous decline of common property resources.” 

129. Critically explain the statement “sometimes the city may also be preferred for social 

reason, specially the relative anonymity it offers.” 

130. How many cities and towns are there in India and what is its estimated population? 

131. Explain India’s population policy of India. 

132. Explain the statement that the population growth in India is on decline. (Box 2.4) 

133. Define the concept of population momentum. 

134. Explain the statement that India is progressing towards the post-transitional phase. 

135. Explain the objectives of India’s population policy of India. 

136. Critically explain the statement “the Family Planning Programme suffered a setback 

during the years of the National Emergency”. OR Explain why there was widespread popular 

opposition to the Family Planning Programme.” 

137. Define sterilisation. 

138. What is vasectomy and tubectomy? 

139. What was the National Family Programme renamed as? 

140. What are the new sets of guidelines/GOALS of the National Population Policy? 

141. Solve the end of the chapter questions and check the glossary for chapter related terms.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


